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Technology-Connected Lesson Plan

	Title:
	Signers of the Constitution

	Grade Levels:
	Grades 4-6

	Curriculum Areas: 
	· Social Studies

	Measurable Objectives:
	· TSW understand the purpose of the U.S. Constitution

· TSW learn about the men who signed the U.S. Constitution and their contributions to history
· TSW demonstrate  critical and creative thinking skills by completing  online research about an assigned signer of the Constitution

· TSW will present a mock interview using their research information

	LA Content Standards:
	· {SOC.4.34} Discuss civic traits of good citizenship that are important to the preservation and improvement of American constitutional democracy, using an excerpt from a speech, address, or essay which illustrates those traits

	Technology Standards:
	· Technology Productivity Tools (Resource Access and Utilization Foundation Skill) Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 
Students use productivity tools to work collaboratively in developing technology-rich, authentic, student-centered products.
· Technology Communication Tools (Communication Foundation Skill)

· Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts and other audiences.

· Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate and present information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.


	Technology Connection:
	· Congress for Kids
http://congressforkids.net/Constitution_index.htm 
· White House Kids – Constitution
http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/constitution/  

· The Signers of the Constitution
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-day/signers.html
· The Making of the Constitution
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/makingoftheconstitution1.htm 

· The Constitution for Kids
http://www.usconstitution.net/constkidsK.html 

	Procedures:
	· Briefly discuss and define the U.S. Constitution. Example definition: the basic principles and laws of a nation, or social group that determine the powers and duties of the government and guarantee certain rights to the people in it. Emphasize that the Constitution is a document that guarantees certain rights to the people in our country.
Using the attached PowerPoint on the U.S. Constitution
www5.esc13.net/socialstudies/docs/constitution_day/Constitution%20Day%20elementary.ppt  
· Review with students some of the important points about the U.S. Constitution using the following sites;
Congress for Kids
White House Kids – U.S. Constitution
The Making of the Constitution
Constitution for Kids
· Use the following link to show actual pictures of the U.S. Constitution
http://www.usconstitution.net/constpix.html#const 
· Tell students that they are to research one of the signers of the U.S. Constitution.  Students can select a name from the list of signers using the following site;
The Signers of the Constitution
· Inform students that they will pair up to begin researching one of the signers of the Constitution. Encourage them to imagine that they are 1787 newspaper reporters who are covering the signing of the Constitution and must find the answers to some important questions. Later, they will have the opportunity to meet with the signer and ask him their questions.
· Below are some suggested questions that an interviewer may ask;
Who are you? 
When were you born? 
Where were you born? 
What was your contribution to history? 
What were some of the customs they practiced? 
Why was there a need for such a document as the Constitution? 

· Students will work together with their partner to gather information and to write at least five interview questions covering the information they located about their assigned signer.

· Inform students that they will participate in a mock question-and-answer sessions to share their team’s responses. Suggestion: In order to allow every student an opportunity to act as a newspaper reporter and Founding Father, you may wish to give them each different questions related to the teams research.
· It might be a good idea for each team to print out a picture of their assigned signer to wear around their neck during the interview process to identify who they are to the remainder of the classmates.
· During the interview process prepare a chart listing the names of each signer that was interviewed and their contributions to history.

	Materials:
	· Pencil and paper

	Assessment:
	· Participation in the research process
· Observe the teams’ responses to the Interview
Did students demonstrate a basic understanding of the U.S. Constitution? 
Were they able to demonstrate an understanding of the Founding Fathers' contributions? 

	Teacher’s Name:
	· Kathy Prine

	School:
	· C.M. Fagan
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