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Technology-Connected Lesson Plan

	Title:
	Constitution Day

	Grade Levels:
	5-8

	Curriculum Areas: 
	· Social Studies

	Measurable Objectives:
	· TSW identify the structure and powers of the three branches of the federal government, the limits of those powers, and key positions within each branch.
TSW sort the powers of the federal government according to the branches which control that power.  

	LA Content Standards:
	· SS.7.5.13 Explain how separation of powers limits government and describe the U.S. government system of checks and balances (C-1A-M3) (LA GLEs)
· SS.7.5.15 Identify the structure and powers of the three branches of the federal government, the limits of those powers, and key positions within each branch (C-1A-M5) (LA GLEs)
· SS.7.6.30 Explain the principles of government embodied in the U.S. Constitution (C-1B-M3) (LA GLEs)

	Technology Standards:
	· {TEC.5-8.H}  Use technology tools (e.g., multimedia authoring, writing tools, digital cameras, drawing tools, web tools) to gather information for problem solving, communication, collaborative writing and publishing to create products for various audiences. (LA Content Stds )
· {TEC.5-8.G}  Use multimedia tools and desktop publishing to develop and present computer generated projects for directed and independent learning activities. (LA Content Stds )

	Technology Connection:
	· Principles of the Constitution PowerPoint
· Inspiration Constitution/US Government Template

· http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/government/branches.html 

· Constitution Video (6:51)- http://www.constitutionday.com/videos/videos.html 

	Procedures:
	· Model: TTW show a picture of the constitution and ask students if they know what this document is? TTW will explain that this is the constitution which is the law of the United States of America.  It is the guideline for our government. 
· Guided Practice: TSW watch the constitution video and recite the preamble with Colin Powell.  

· TSW observe a PowerPoint on the constitution and discuss important facts about the branches of government.

· Independent Practice: TSW complete the Inspiration template on the branches of the United States government.  TSW sort the powers of the government into the branches of that they coincide with.  TSW sort the checks and balances into the branches of the government that they coincide with.  TSW use the website provided in the template to help complete the tree map. TSW print their completed tree map.

· Review: Quiz students using PowerPoint on the branches of government’s powers and checks and balances. 
· Closure: Have students discuss why it is important that we have checks and balances.  Students can give comments on what might happen if we did not have checks and balances.

	Materials:
	· PowerPoint Presentation
· Presentation Station

· Computers with Constitution Inspiration Template

· Constitution Video

	Assessment:
	· Completed tree map
· Student Participation

	Teacher’s Name:
	· Amy Ard

	School:
	· Champ Cooper Elementary
· Tucker Elementary
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