The One-Computer Classroom A.23

Your Classroom Computer: A Technology Center

Technology Center Placement

» If possible, do not face the computer screen towards the students. Try to place the
monitor facing the wall. This will reduce the distraction students at the computer will
cause for the rest of the class.

- Don’t put the computer right next to the chalkboard or the pencil sharpener. Both of
these create dust that can damage the computer’s disk drive.

» Locate you computer where it will be easy to use a demonstration station. At times,
you will need the computer for demonstrations for small and large groups of students.
Placement near an overhead (if you have an LCD, liquid crystal display, panel) or
television (if you have an LTV card or an AV machine) can be very helpful for use
with the whole classroom.

« Purchase a scan converter for connecting the TV and the computer. This addition
facilitates whole group learning situations.

Technology Center Supplies

« Some schools have infused technology to such a degree that the computer disks are as
an essential school supply as paper and pencils. Have students bring in their own
computer disks to use throughout the year for special projects. You can buy disks
very cheap if you buy them in bulk. Have students bring in money (a fraction of the
cost of buying disks separately), use part of your instructional budget or team up
with other interested teachers to order disks from a supply catalog at a discounted
bulk price. Alternatively, add computer disks to the beginning of the year student
school supply list. '

« Purchase a clip attachment for your computer to provide students a place to clip their
rough drafts or multimedia planning sheets. These can be purchased for under $10 at
most computer or office supply stores.

« If you have a printer (dot matrix), offer a variety of types of ribbons. Use a black
ribbon for printing text only and save the color ribbons for projects with pizzazz.
There are even ribbons available that make iron-ons for t-shirts. Have colored paper
available for neat printing projects.

« Printing in color is always a cost concern. Teach students to use patterns rather than
solid blocks of color. As a class or collaborative group, vote on one picture per week
that should be printed in color. Make color printing special and not the norm.
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