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The Computer Lab

A very common way to arrange computers in the elementary school is to organize them in a
computer lab. This is generally a room whose entire purpose is to house computers and
often has a professional operating it. At one time, the computer lab was a place where
students filed in, sat at a computer, performed on some type of instructional software for 45
minutes, then filed back out. The days of that type of operation are gone. Although labs do
not allow us to integrate educational technology to its fullest potential, they are a cost-
effective way to organize technology in the schools. Computer labs have now become
technology centers -- places where multimedia projects are created, telecommunications are
taking place, presentations are made, and student television broadcasts are captured on film.
Computer labs have assumed a role similar to the media center, as a hub of school activity.
Therefore, it is necessary to take some things into account when equipping a technology lab.

Philosophy

What is your school's philosophy of technology in education? Some people feel that
technology plays a very minor role, while others feel it is crucial to prepare students to
operate in today's workplace. You must decide as a staff the role that you feel technology
should play in the lives of your students and base your technology lab on that principle.

Purpose

What is the purpose of technology in the education of students? Quite often teachers see
computers as something extra to do once the business of learning has taken place. Itis
important to realize that the computer is a tool to help students (and teachers) accomplish
something better, neater, faster, or more efficiently, not a place to play when meaningful
work is done.

Software

There is currently a debate about the presence of instructional versus productivity software.
Instructional software takes a concept and extends or reinforces it. Some instructional
software has amazing simulations and problem solving activities, while some is not better
than a very expensive workbook put on the computer. Productivity software is used as a
tool. It helps teachers or students create a product such as a word processing document, a
piece of art, or a multimedia presentation. The activities in this book are all completed using
productivity software. So...what do you emphasize? Certainly that will be based on your
philosophy as a school, but they both have their own unique place in classroom integration.

©1998 Georgia Department of Education Framework for INtegrating TECHnology

54



The Computer Lab A.49

Equipment

So, you're ready as a school to jump on the integrated technology bandwagon. What do you
do 1f most of your equipment is outdated and won't run much of the software you want? It

1s never too early to begin planning and making that shift. Begin teacher training and get PTA
on the bandwagon. You would be amazed at how much you can raise with bake sales and
craft fairs if you can get your parent population involved. Also, look into educational
technology magazines for available grants. Technology is receiving a great deal of interest and
funding right now, you just have to find it!

The Computer Lab Scheduling

There are many options available when scheduling teacher slots in an elementary computer
lab. Most common seems to be a fixed schedule, but flexible scheduling is becoming more
popular as technology takes off in the elementary school. Each school has different needs.
Investigate the different scheduling options open to you, and choose the one that fits your
school's needs.

The Fixed Schedule

This is currently the most common scheduling method in elementary school where every
open slot in the lab is filled with a class, as this schedule repeats itself week after week. Each

class attends twice per week.
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