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Assessment: Making it Work with Technology

New Assessment Strategies

So you’re ready to get started integrating technology into your classroom. How do you
assess student achievement? Creating multimedia and other technology related activities
requires a variety of skills. The ways in which we assess students in all areas is changing, and
technology projects are a great place to start using alternative assessment strategies. Students
are no longer evaluated by paper and pencil tests where there is one correct answer. Students
are now required to use their diverse abilities and skills to construct their own individual
responses, not choose among A, B, C, or D on a multiple-choice test.

Definition of Assessment

The collection of data or gathering of information regarding student progress

Performance Based Assessments

Many types of assessment work well with technology. You can evaluate student progress
with a checklist, a rubric or an anecdotal record. These types of assessment not only give the
student information about how he or she did on a particular project but also provide him with
the specific information about the areas that require the most improvement.

Process, as Well as Product

Many teachers are finding that with technology, you need to look at the process, not just the
product. A technology project may be the culmination of an entire unit that encompasses
over a month’s worth of student work. How do you evaluate that kind of effort from the

students?

To assess the project, break it down into manageable parts. These parts should match
the project’s educational objectives.
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